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words and phrases in uncial characters are scattered thickly on every page, while 
the instances in which a phrase in uncials exceeds a single line are comparatively 
few. If to these allusions to Old Testament phraseology we add the separate 
allusions to Old Testament facts (the names of the tribes in Rev. vn., for exam- 
ple) we shall have nearly as many recognitions of the Old Testament, in the Book 
of Revelation, as there are verses in the book ; and this although the Book of 
Revelation does not once mention "the Scriptures" or "the Law" by those 
names, or use the formula " it is written " for introducing a citation from them. 
The instance is of especial value for use in certain parallel cases in Old Testa- 
ment criticism,— for example, in the case of the testimony of the Books of Judges 
and Samuel to the Hexateuch. 

The use thus made of the Old Testament in this book is well enough illus- 
trated if we begin with Rev. i. 5. In this verse "the faithful witness" is from 
Ps. lxxxix. 37 (38). The " firstborn," the " chief one of the kings of the earth " 
is from the same Psalm, verse 27 (28). Read that Psalm, verses 19-37, and it 
will fill this verse in Revelation full of meaning. "A kingdom, priests to God," 
verse six, goes back to the expression " ye shall be to me a kingdom of priests," 
Exod. xix. 6. So verse seven combines the phraseology of Dan. vn. 13 with that 
of Zech. xn. 10-14 ; and so on, verse after verse. The new Jerusalem of the Rev- 
elator, lighted by the glory of God, having no need of sun or moon, with gates that 
never close, where God wipes away tears from all faces, takes a large proportion 
of its most striking peculiarities from different chapters of Isaiah. In the sym- 
bolic imagery it employs, wonderfully clad men, strange living creatures, horses, 
angels, written rolls, the Book of Revelation has unmistakable affinities with the 
Books of Ezechiel, Daniel, and Zechariah. 

The Books of Daniel and of Revelation belong to a class of literature known 
as the apocalyptic books. Outside the canon, a considerable number of such 
books were produced by Jewish authors, within a few generations before and 
after Jesus. Perhaps the best known of these, at present, are the Book of Enoch 
and the so-called apocryphal book of Second Esdras. One who is studying the 
literary character of the apocalyptic books of the Bible should read with them 
several of these uncanonical apocalyptic books. He would find the comparison 
instructive, both by reason of the resemblances between the books, and by reason 
of their contrasts. 



CHAPTER-STUDY: JACOB'S BLESSING (GEN. XLIX.). 

By the Editor. 



I. GENERAL REMARKS. 

1. What has been done in former numbers of The Student for certain 
" Books " of the Bible, it is proposed now to do for certain " Chapters." As be- 
fore, the aim in view i3 (1) the acquisition of real Bible-knowledge, (2) the culti- 
vation of an historical spirit, (3) the attainment of a habit of independent inves- 
tigation. 

2. This work, if thoroughly done, will accomplish directly two things : (1) it 
will give the student a clearer and deeper knowledge of the particular chapter 
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studied; (2) it will furnish him a " method," and at the same time train him in 
it, which may be employed, with necessary variations, in future study. 

3. Those chapters will be chosen which are generally recognized to be repre- 
sentative chapters. They will be chapters (1) of great historical scope, (2) of im- 
portant theological significance, (3) demanding, in their interpretation, the appli- 
cation of all the leading hermeneutical principles, (4) containing a large amount 
of the prophetic element, (5) presenting many difficulties, (6) to be mastered only 
by long and hard study, (7) neglected, for the most part, except by specialists. 

4. In successive "Chapter-studies," alternating with "Book-studies," we 
shall take up Genesis xlix., Exodus xv., Deuteronomy xxxn., Deuteronomy 
xxxin. For those who are able to make use of the Hebrew, there will be pub- 
lished in Hebraica (beginning with the January number), linguistic and critical 
notes upon these chapters. 

5. For aids, the student is referred to the various commentaries on this 
chapter, and to the articles in Smith's Bible Dictionary on the topics suggested. 

II. DIRECTIONS. 

1. Undertake the mastery of the chapter. A general knowledge of the passage 
is needed before the interpretation of individual verses can be taken up with profit. 
In this, proceed as follows :— 

a. Read several times, in the Revised Version, the entire chapter. 

6. Compare carefully with the Revised Version, the AV, and write out in 
parallel columns the variations, distinguishing in some way those changes 
in the RV., which seem to be important, from those which are evidently 
unimportant. 

c. Compare closely the marginal readings of the RV., having in mind the fact 
that, in the majority of instances, the "margin" contains the better reading. 

d. Take up the "tribes" in the order mentioned, and write in columns the 
various statements made concerning each, e. g., 

Simeon and Levi: — 

(1) They are brethren. 

(2) Their swords are weapons of violence. 

(3) My soul shall not come into their council. 

(4) They slew men and hamstrung oxen. 

(5) Their anger shall be cursed. 

(6) They shall be scattered in Israel. 
Judah : — 

(1) Shall be praised by his brethren. 

(2) His hand shall be on the neck of his enemies. 

(3) Is a lion's whelp ; has gone up from the prey ; has couched as a lion ; 
as a lioness, who shall arouse him ? 

(4) Shall not lose the sceptre until he come to Shiloh (or, until Shiloh 
come). 

(5) Shall receive the obedience of peoples. 

(6) Shall bind colts to the choicest vines. 

(7) Shall wash his garments in wine. 

(8) Shall have eyes red with wine, and teeth white with milk. 

e. Study the detailed analyses until every statement concerning each tribe is 
definitely fixed in mind. 
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Undertake now the interpretation of those detailed statements in the chap 
ter, which, at first sight, do not seem clear. In this work make use of such helps 
as you can command. It must be remembered that, until a pretty definite idea of 
the authorship, date, scope, aim, etc.,* of the chapter has 'been obtained, it will 
not be possible to settle exactly the force of these statements. This general stand- 
point from which every thing must be considered, cannot, however, be secured 
until there has first been made a critical examination of the details, f Proceed as 
follows : — 

a. Read carefully Genesis xlviii., whicli contains an account of the blessing 
of Manasseh and Ephraim by Jacob. 

b. Study the introductory verse of chapter xlix., and decide upon the force 
to be attached to the phrase " in the latter days." 

c. Note the order in which the several tribes are taken up ; read the narrative 
of the birth of Jacob's sons (Gen. xxix. 31 — xxx. 24) ; learn the meaning 
of the name of each tribe. 

d. Ascertain the events alluded to in (1) " because thou wentest up to thy 
father's bed " (verse 4); and (2) " for in their anger they slew a man " (v. 6). 

e. Look up the individual history of Judah and Joseph ; study their personal 
characteristics, and the basis furnished by these characteristics for the 
words here spoken concerning them. 

/. Study the historical events centering in "Shiloh;" the position and his- 
tory of Zidon ; and such geographical allusions as are contained in " be- 
tween the sheep-folds " (v. 14), " a serpent in the way " (v. 17), etc. 

g. Inquire into the following archseological topics: (1) the special rights of the 
first-born ; (2) the practice of hamstringing cattle ; (3) the use and signif- 
icance of the staff ; (4) meaning of the most common words for wine, and 
the cultivation of the vine ; (5) Israel's relation to Phoenicia; (6) the ass; 
(7) the hind; (8) venomous serpents; (9) the wolf; (10) the Nazarite (per- 
haps alluded to in verse 26). 

h. Ascertain the meaning of the following expressions in their several con- 
nections : — (1) "beginning of my strength " (v. 3); (2) "excellency of dig- 
nity " (v. 3); (3) " come not into their council " (v. 6); (4) " my glory " (v. 6); 
(5) "saw a resting-place that it was good" (v. 15); (6) "a servant under 
task-work" (v. 16); (7) "as one of the tribes of Israel" (v. 16): (8) "he 
giveth goodly words" (v. 21); (9) "archers have sorely grieved him, and 
shot at him " etc. (v. 23); (10) " that was separate from his brethren " (v. 26). 

i. In the case of the following rhetorical figures ascertain the basis of com- 
parison, and express in literal language the full force of the expression, — 
(1) "bubbling over as water" (v. 4); (2) "hand on the neck of ene- 
mies" (v. 8); (3) "Judah is a lion's whelp" (v. 9); (4) "from the prey 

gone up " (v. 9) ; (5) " he couched as a lion " (v. 9) ; (6) " as a lioness " 

(v. 9); (7) "ruler's staff from between his feet" (v. 10); (8) "binding his 
foal to the vine" (v. 11) ; (9) "washed his garments in wine" (v. 11); (10) 
"eyes red with wine" (v. 12); (11) "teeth white with milk" (v. 12); (12) 
" Issachar is a strong ass" (v. 14); (13) " couching down between the sheep- 



* The consideration of these points is taken up farther along in the " study." 

t One must, therefore, study each detail mentioned in the chapter, in order to ascertain th 

authorship, date, scope, aim, etc., of the book; and, after a conclusion has been reached, stud 

again the same details in the light of this conclusion. 
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folds" (v. 14); (14) "bowed his shoulder to bear" (v. 15); (15) "Dan a ser- 
pent in the way" (v. 17); (16) "and biteth the horses' heels" (v. 17); (17) 
"a troop shall press upon him" (v. 19); (18) "he shall press upon their 
heel" (v. 19); (19) "his bread shall be fat" (v. 20); (20) "Naphtali is a 
hind let loose" (v. 21); (21) "Joseph is a fruitful bough" (v. 22); (22) "his 
branches run over the wall " (v. 22); (23) " archers have sorely grieved him " 
(v. 23); (24) " his bow abode in strength " (v. 24) ; (25) "the stone of Israel" 
(v. 24) ; (26) " blessings of the ancient mountains " (v. 26) ; (27) " Benjamin 
is a wolf that raveneth " (v. 27). 
j. Notice carefully the following special difficulties : — 

(1) The connection and meaning of verse 18. 

(2) The force and significance of the parenthetical line in verse 24, " from 
thence is the shepherd," etc. 

(3) The logical relation existing between verses 24, 25, 26. 
k. Study the concluding verses (28-33) of the chapter. 

3. Having now mastered the statements of the chapter, and, so far as possible, 
learned their meaning, let us put them together with a view to obtaining a con- 
ception of the chapter as a whole in the various aspects in which it must be 
regarded : — 

a. Procure a large sheet of heavy paper or card-board, and draw lines dividing 
it into four sections : 

(1) In the first section, write a brief literal statement of the writer's words 
concerning each tribe. 

(2) In the second section, write side by side with the former statement the 
substance of the parallel statement made by the writer of Deut. xxxm. 

(3) In the third section, write a brief statement containing the Hading de 
tails of the later history of each tribe, so far as it can be ascertained. 

(4) In the fourth section, describe the territory occupied by each tribe. 

b. Study the chart thus constructed, comparing the material in the various 
sections concerning each tribe ; note the resemblances and the differences. 

c. Consider the following special points :— 

(1) The curse here (v. 7) pronounced on Levi, as compared with the bless- 
ing in Deut. xxxm. 8-11; and further, the Mosaic enactments concern- 
ing the Levites as compared with the facts of history given in Scripture. 

(2) The " Shiloh " prophecy : (a) variations of the text found in MSS. and 
presupposed in Ancient Versions ;* (b) the translations of the Ancient 
Versions ; (c) the interpretation which regards the word as an abstract 
noun ; (d) the interpretation of it as the name of a person ; (e) the inter- 
pretation as the name of a place ; (f ) the arguments and authority for 
and against each of the following renderings : — (a) he who shall be sent, 
(/8) his son, (y) Peacemaker, (<!) until Shiloh come, (e) he whose right it is, 
(C) tranquility, (?) until he come to Shiloh; (g) the arguments and author- 
ity for and against a Messianic interpretation. 

d. Study the place of Genesis xlix. in prophecy :— 

(1) What prophecies precede and follow this ? 

(2) Fundamental differences between Gen. xlix. and Deut. xxxm. : — (a) 
one patriarchal, and the other national ; (b) one shaped by parallel be- 



* Any good commentary will indicate these variations and the translations of the Ancient 
Versions. 
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tween Judali and Joseph, the other by that between Levi and Joseph ; 
(c) other differences ; (d) explanation of these. 

(3) Is this chapter really a "blessing " V or is it not rather a curse, at least 
in the cases of Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Zebulon, Issachar, Dan, Benja- 
min ? What considerations favor the former view ? 

(4) The point of departure of the patriarch's vision: the ground- work of 
the prophecy: — (a) the natural character of the twelve sons; (b) the 
divine promise already given to the patriarchs (what did this include V). 

(5) The perspective of the prophecy ; the time in the nation's history to 
which its fullness may be assigned : (a) usage of " in the latter days"? 

(b) how far down did the prophet see ? (c) absence of any references 
to Joshua's work, or to any distinct historical event. 

(6) Analogous cases : (a) the belief of the ancients concerning the words 
of dying men ; (b) words of Isaac (Gen. xxxvu.), of Moses (Deut. 
xxxii.), of Joshua (Josh, xxiv.), of Samuel (1 Sam. xn.), of David 
(2 Sam. xxiii.); (c) of New Testament characters; (d) bearing of all 
this on the case in hand. 

e. Study the poetical character of the chapter : — 

(1) Take up the particular verses, and classify the members, as they are 
indicated in the BV., according to their character as synonymous, anti- 
thetic, synthetic* 

(2) Indicate, so far as you are able, instances of the various characteristics 
of Hebrew poetry :t (a) occurrence of rare words ; (b) archaic forms ; 

(c) elliptical constructions ; (d) cases of paronomasia, or play upon 
words; (e) rhetorical figures ; (f) rhythm. 

/. Consider now the origin and date of the poem :— 

(1) The direct statements in the poem itself. 

(2) The evidence contained in the poem of the truthfulness of these state- 
ments. 

(3) If later than the time given, to what age may it be assigned ? 

(4) Difficulties in the way of assigning it to a later date : (a) the very in- 
definiteness which characterizes the poem ; (b) the fact that, if later, it 
would seem to be a forgery ; (c) no satisfactory date to which to assign 
it ; (d) absence of any mention of the appointment of Levi to the priest- 
hood. 

(5) Is this poem assigned by those who accept the composite authorship of 
Genesis to the " Jehovistic " or to the " Elohistic " writer ? 

(6) The chief ground upon which certain critics assign it to a later date. 

(7) The views of the leading writers. 

g. Review the entire poem, understanding that it is the work of a late writer, 
perhaps Nathan, but placed in the mouth of Jacob, and written so as to 
seem adapted to his age and circumstances. 

h. Again read the poem, endeavoring to recall in connection with each verse 
all the results of your work upon that verse, understanding, however, that, 
at least for substance, it goes back to the patriarch Jacob. 



* For information concerning the various kinds of parallelism, see Smith's Bible Dictionar 
Art. Hebrew Poetry. 

+ This can be done only upon the basis of the original text. 



